SCORE

Christopher Steel

SUITE Opus 69

for 6-part flute choir

Christopher Steel was born in 1939. He studied composition with John Gardner at the Royal
Academy of Music (1957-1961) and then in Munich with Harald Genzmer, a pupil of Hindemith.
His output was large and varied, including seven symphonies, a number of major choral works
and a variety of shorter orchestral and instrumental works. After a period as Director of Music at
Bradfield College he was awarded an Arts Council Composer’s Bursary in 1981. after which he
became a freelance composer and teacher. He died in December 1991.

Suite Op.69 was composed in 1982 at the request of Hilary Finzi, who was then teaching the flute
at Downe House, and had a group of particularly gifted players. The first performance took place
at Downe House in May 1983, and was conducted by Kiffer (Christopher) Finzi. ‘The girls loved
playing it, and the audience loved it too' - Hilary Finzi. It was originally called Suite for Flute
Band (Flute Choir seems to be the more popular term now) with the idea that the parts could be
doubled or trebled. In the Journal of the British Association of Symphonic and Wind Bands Basil

Ramsey wrote:

‘Myr. Steel shows great insight in the nature of the timbre and different registers of the flute. Each
movement reveals considerable compositional skill, with memorable tunes, effective counterpoint
and practicalities never forgotten..... Highly recommended.’

Emerson Edition
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